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This is a write up I did about 1986 about how the first ever machine came about, there is 

a video of the meeting it was used at. We still have this machine and it still works.  The 

machine was only used a few times before we knew we had to find a better way of driv-

ing the Lure as pulling the Lure out around the course for every run was just to slow 

thatôs when the bike was thought of but that is another story. 

 

 

At the Beginning  

History of the QLCA Part 3 

How we got to this machine 

 

The first thing we tried was a motor cycle starter motor with the reel attached directly to 

the starter motor shaft, well this was when Steve and I learned very quickly not to stand 

to close to the machine, we dragged the lure out a good distance and then wound the 

starter motor up to full speed, the starter motor blew apart, luckily not to many cuts to us 

but we never did find most of the starter motor. 

So after much thought we went to a car starter motor, I think it was out of a HJ Holden. 

The reel was still attached to the shaft of the starter motor. The unit was twice the size of 

the previous unit, mine you this took 6 months to build, anyway we dragged the lure out 

and with a much longer lead on the switch, we wound the starter motor up to full speed 

and it worked the lure came racing back and nothing blew up. We then dragged the lure 

out a full 300m and once again wound the starter motor up to full speed. Well things did-

nôt quite go to plan the weight of the reel on the starter motor shaft broke the shaft and 

the reel took off across the field travelling a good 20 metres before it stopped. Back to 

the drawing board. 

We were up to about 9 months by now and we hadnôt even come close to running a dog 

against the lure. 

The next machine built was very similar to the one you see here we took the reel and put 

it separate  from the starter motor. On test day the first run went really well except for 

the nylon going all over the place on the reel. We then ran it a few times over 200m and 

it worked quite well so we lined a few of Steves Afghans up and did 5 runs one after an-

other, we got quite excited things were going great then on the last run I happen to take 

my eyes off the running Afghan and looked at the starter motor there was smoke pouring 

out of it, luckily it melted the wires and stopped just as the Afghan finished the run. It 

took an hour before the starter motor was cool enough to touch it well what was left of it. 

Back to the drawing board. 

At least this time we managed to run some dogs, we were moving forward. 



The next machine still used the Holden starter motor (a new one) but we water cooled it by 

warping a copper tube around it. We were that confident this one was going to work we ran 

a Lure Coursing day for the Afghan club. With 20 dogs the starter motor still got very hot 

and even boiled the water and flattened 3 batteries  and it took all day to run 20 dogs 3 

times. 

The Holden starter motor had to be changed although I did re machine the starter motor and 

put bearings in each end and we did try it with the Afghan club again but still got hot, it on-

ly took longer to get hot. 

Two years had gone by, we were getting closer. There were problems with the winding of 

the nylon onto the reel and the over heating of the unit. Thatôs when I came cross the plane 

starter motor with brushes in it and bearings just like a normal DC motor so it was put on in 

place of the Holden starter motor. The plane starter motor on another fun day ran all day 

and only got warm so we were there. After 3 years we had a unit that sort of did Lure cours-

ing. Over the next year small improvements were made mainly to the wind on method of 

the nylon. 

And thatôs how we arrived at the machine you see here today. 

I must mention the great determination of Steve and Sabine Muller which with out their 

never give up attitude I would have never kept going in building this machine. 

 






